
MAE10 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 

Textbook FAQ: 
 

1. Using the 3rd or 4th (or earlier) edition versus the 5th edition 
 
Earlier editions of the textbook are generally the same in terms of content, with one exception. 
There were changes to the way that user-defined functions are created starting with MATLAB 
R2016b which are not described in earlier editions of the textbook. Additionally, note that 
there are often slight changes in page numbering and other edits between editions that you 
will be responsible for figuring out on your own if you choose to use a different edition. We 
provide suggested reading and assignments based on the 5th edition. Therefore, if you get a 
different edition, you will be responsible for correlating your edition with the 5th edition to 
ensure you are following correctly. If you have not already purchased the textbook, you can 
check for used copies at The Hill (UCI’s on-campus bookstore) or any other retailer as they are 
usually reasonably priced, but do sell out quickly. 
 

2. Using the international edition of the textbook 
 
The international editions of textbooks are usually equivalent to the regular editions in terms 
of content. However, there are typically differences in the page numbers and other slight 
variations that you will be responsible for figuring out on your own (as with using an earlier 
edition). We will provide the suggested reading and assignments based on the layout in the 
current, standard edition. So in summary, you are buying it at your own risk, given that you 
don’t know the exact differences versus the standard 5th edition. 
 

3. Using an electronic (e.g., PDF) versus paper copy 
 
You are free to purchase an electronic version of the book instead of buying a hard, paper copy 
of the book. We will never require you to physically carry or bring your MATLAB book to 
lecture or discussion. Note that you may be spending many hours reading from the textbook, 
and consider if you are willing to do this from a computer screen. 

 
 
If you have any other questions that are not answered here please email jrhorne@uci.edu 
 
 


